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In recognition of Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept 15th to Oct 15th, we honor the first of
39 Hispanic Americans among the more than 3,400 Medal of Honor recipients

DAVID BENNES BARKLEY (1899 ~
1918). Medal of Honor recipient David
Barkley was born in Laredo, Texas, on
March 31, 1899, to Josef Barkley, who
was stationed there with the U.S. Army
and Antonia Cantu, a Mexican America
native of South Texas. The family move
to San Antonio in 1904 after the birth of
Barkley's sister Amelia. Josef Barkley
abandoned his family, forcing his son td
drop out of school at age 13 to work a
series of odd jobs to support his mothe
and sister.
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David Barkley enlisted in the Army at 1
and was sent to France during World W
I. Throughout his service in the Army he¢

David Bennes Barkley

March 31, 1899 November 9, 1918
(aged19)

kept his Hispanic heritage a secret for fearDavid Bennes Barkley, Medal of Honor

of being kept from serving on the front
lines (at the time, segregation in the Ar
kept minority soldiers from serving in

combat). Barkley instructed his mother

Inlﬁslaceof death

'Place of burial

Laredo, Texas
Meuse RiverFrance
San Antonio Nationa

Placeof birth

a letter not to use her maiden name in Cemetery
letters that would prevent his removal ) United States of
from combat. Allegiance America
On November 9, 1918, Barkley's unit, Service/branch Urpted States Army
Company A of the 356th Infantry, sur- Rank Private
veyed the Meuse River in order to locale _ U.S. 356th Infantry
enemy positions. Volunteers were called Unit 89th Division
for to swim across the river to explore

D _Battles/wars  World War |

German territory and return with informg

tion about the enemy. Barkley volun-

teered, along with another soldier, Prithe Awards

Harold Johnson, and crossed the river.

Medal of Honor
Croix de Guerre
Croce Merito (Italy)

Next Chapter Meeting

Thursday, September 24, 2009 7:00 PM @ Linden Elk

Despite enemy fire while swimming the
river, Barkley and the Johnson scouted
the German side of the river and returned.
However, before Barkley could reach the
American side, he was seized with cramps
and drowned.

Barkley's family believed that fear of
being discovered as a Mexican American
might have prompted him to volunteer for
the dangerous mission. He was com-
mended by General John Pershing and
posthumously awarded the Congressional
Medal of Honor, which was presented to
his mother at her home in San Antonio in
1919. He also received the Croix de
Guerre from France and the Croce Merito
de Guerra from Italy for his actions.

In 1921, his body was returned to the
United States and lay in state at the
Alamo; Barkley was the second person to
receive the honor. The same year, an
elementary school in San Antonio was
named in his honor.

In 1941, Camp Barkeley near Wichita
Falls was named after him as well, though
the spelling reflects an error in Army
records. Barkley is buried in San Antonio
National Cemetery. In 1989, he was
recognized by the Army as its first
Hispanic Medal of Honor recipient.




Do you have an article,
correspondence, or
information you would like to
have put in the newsletter? If

so, please feel free to call,
e-mail, or fax the information
by the third Friday of each
month. This deadline allows
for receipt and placement of
the information in a timely
manner.

Phone : 973951-5132
Email:
hramos926@comcast.net

Vietnam Veterans of
America (VVA) is the
nationéds
congressionally chartered
veterans service
organization dedicated to
the needs of Vietnarera
veterans and their families
VVAOGS found
i s ANever a
generation of veterans

Wow | can't believe summer is over already. | hope everyone had a safe and
healthy summer now it's time to get back to work. The first big thing is the

Linden Halloween parade this is going to be the 60th year the theme of the

parade is WELCOME HOME. which will honor all veterans of all wars. so | am
asking the color guard and all members who can march to join us on NOV 1st
2009 at 1230 by old city hall by RTO9.
Lets try to have ALL FLAGS FLYING. Then we have veterans day in NEW

K 1 will try to get the bus. Next will be our can shake at Shoprite | will meet
with Herb and the manager of Shoprite to make sure we have no problems.
Something for the members to thing about a TRIP TO WASHING DC ON A
SAT. ALSO A TRIP TO AC. So as you can see we have a lot going on. Please
come to the meeting we need your input YOU MAKE THE CHAPTER

WHAT IT IS . Till we see you on Sept 24th 7.00 pm

on

ing principle

g a Remembiwhn@gpmcast.nelome: 908486-0216, Cell: 908693-4791.

abandon another. 0
Welcome Home,
Carl
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PLEASE KEEP WILLIAM HORHAY IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS.

OUR DEEPEST SYMP

ATHY GOES OUT TO BILL CARRINGTON IN THE LOSS OF HIS MOM
ASLEN JOHNSON CARRINGTON.

General membership meetings are held at Elks Lodge 289, 225 Luttgen Place, Linden, New Jemseyhe fourth Thursday of
each month starting at 7:00 PM. See directions below:

From the North: NJ Turnpike to exit 13. After toll stay to right and follow sign for the Route 278 (Linden) which leads to Route 1
South. Once on Route 1 South move to right lane. Make a right on to Wood Avenue. Go to EIm Street (Dairy Queen on right) and
make a right. Go two blocks on Elm Street, look for high white fence on right and park in lot.

Garden State Parkway:South to Exit 136 and take jug handle back over Parkway. Make a left at 2nd light on to Raritan Road.
Continue on Raritan to merge on to Wood Avenue. Take Wood to EIm Street (Dairy Queen on left) and make left turn. Follow to

parking lot as noted above.
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

DAVE AITKINS, SAMUEL HOPKINS, MICHAEL LAMORTE, ROBERT HAMMER, ELLEN
DENSON, DAN DUFFY, GEORGE PRUNTY, JOSE FABRE, WILLIAM ASHFORD,
HORACE L. JOHNSON, DAVID DAWSON, HECTOR RAMOS, KATHY TAYLOR, JULIUS
HUDSON, KENNETH CARROLL, ROBERT SWANSON, EDWARD PALMER, BARBARA
URBANSKI, LEON RODGERS, THOMAS KATCISIN, DAVID KOVACS, STEVEN FOR-
LEO, JESSIE REYNOLDS.

If we missed anyone we may not have your birth date. Please make sure we have your
memorable day by calling Irene @ 93%2-1204 or email her at: Gratacosi@aol.con

HE DOESN'T COME TO MANY MEETINGS, HE HAS BEEN KNOWN TO BEND HIS ELBOW A
LITTLE, HE'S PROBABLY THE BEST SALESMAN AROUND AND HE NEVER EVER FORGETS
HIS FELLOW VETERANS.

Who is this man of wonder, this person who makes you smile just being around him? It is non other than our own Jack
Kinnahan . He never stops selling. Whether it is T-Shirts at a community festival or ideas for our current service mem-

bers who need items to help them in either the mountains of Afghanistan or the heat of the deserts in Iraq, Jack always
is on the lookout.

Take for instance the time when Jack spoke to his friend at Continental Airlines in Newark. He happened to tell him
about what we do with the money we collect at our can shakes for vets in Lyons Hospital's PTSD program. He went on
to say how other chapters send items overseas to our troops. Jack's friend asked jack if he would also like to do that.
Jack jumped at the chance and asked if he could take the stuff home right then or did he have to wait until the next day?
The friend responded that he needed a little time to put the whole thing together.

About a week later, the friend called and asked jack how many trucks can he get and when. He had pitched the idea to
the bosses at Continental who were glad to donate to our troops and said to take all the special packs of personal care
items along with the complimentary pairs of socks handed out to only their top customers and send them to our men and
women serving overseas.

Neither Jack nor any of the other guys that filled the six vehicles with shaving cream, lip balm, tissues, collapsible
brushes, tooth paste, tooth brushes and other toiletries had figured on getting so much. As a matter of fact, it took three
different sources to send the stuff overseas. Bruce Taylor sent part of the load through the Union Elks who send items all
the time. Chapter 452 in Flemington also has a program set up to ship things out so he had a load delivered to them and
the USO also helped ship some things out.

All'in all it was another successful endeavor by Chapter 779 and our own Irish Rogue Jack Kinnahan. And to top it all is
the fact that Jack was a Chaplin's Assistant in Nam. | have always said that God has a very funny sense of humor and to
think of Jack serving communion without sampling the wine is a stretch for even me.

Thank you Jack for all you do and thank you from our troops overseas.
Herb Worthington, President

New Jersey State Council

Welcome! Thank you for choosing Chapter #779 as your home post. When renewing y(LuE
member shi p, pl ease make checks or money o = s
Chapter 7790 and mail to our chapter so we_=_a|n
Change your address by calling Irene at (908) 352204 or email her at gratacosi@aol.com =
The 779 Newsletter is now electronic format only, to be added to the mail list please empil<B
HRAMOS926(@COMCAST.NET or visit our website at WWW.VVA779.COM —
Got something for the Chapter 779 web page?
g‘ : P : page:- 4 R
Send your additions or suggestions to our Webmaster @ ‘ia INE
Joe Formola gformola@mindspring.com % =
i’(ﬁ (==
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Veterans are strongly urged to contact their Senators and Congressman to seek inclusion o
the Agent Orange Equity Act of 2009, (HR 2254) into the 2010 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act.

This legislation would expand the legal presumption of exposure to Agent Orange for veter-
ans who served in the vicinity of Viet Nam.

Before 2002, it didn't matter where a veteran served in the Vietnam War. If disabled due to the exposure to theisemibla po
the air and waterways, VA would pay disability compensation. In February 2002, Congress decided to 'save our taxpayers mon
and ordered VA to implement a 'foot on the ground' policy. After this policy revision, only those who actually set fecfrouartth
in Vietnam could be compensated for medical conditions resulting from exposure to Agent Orange and other herbicides/-Those s¢
ing in Thailand, Cambodia and Laos and the China Sea became ineligible for compensation even though they were contaminatec
these very same toxins as those who served on the ground, in Vietnam itself.

Thus, 38 US Code, Section 1116, defines a Viet Nam veteran as "a veteran who, during active military, naval, or air servic
served in the Republic of Vietham during the period beginning on January 9, 1962, and ending on May 7 HOD&partment of
Veterans Affairs follows the Congressional mandate of "boots on the ground” which excludes most Navy and Air Force personr
who have Agent Orange related issues but who can not prove "boots on the ground."

It must be noted that ships at sea, habitually prefer to draw in water from coastal areas than open ocean waterthecause of
lower salinity. This water is then further desalinized for cooking, drinking and bathifigtnamese coastal waters were knawn
be contaminated with Agent Orange due to run off from the land.

HR 2254 would clarify and correct this section by redefining a Viet Nam veteran as one who during active militaryr naval, o
service €) served in the Republic of Vietnam (including the inland waterways, ports,
and harbors of such Republic, the waters offshore of such Republic, and the airspace above such Republic) duringaheapgriod J
9, 1962- May 7, 1975; (b) served in Johnston Island during the period April 1, 18éptember 30, 1977; or (c) received thet-
nam Service Medal or the Vietnam Campaign Medal.

Again, please do all within your influence and powers of moral suasion to have this legislation included in the 20aDDMdation
fense Authorization Act that will soon be negotiated in Joint Committee.

We have a landmark decision from the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit which could impact lowsaneds of th
of veterans.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit has recognized a property right interest in a VA claim, thusetlaggenmg-t
tections of due process of law which mandates a fair and impartial VA adjudication process. This is a huge vicoyydioe thd-ne
lion veterans now caught up in VA backlogged claims denial mill.

The Due Process Clause of the Fifth Amendment guarantees that an individual will not be deprived of life, libestyyvithqubpe
due process of law. Due process of law has been interpreted to include notice and a fair opportunity to be heahde Jlocase a
guestion, the claimant must demonstrate a property interest entitled to such protections.

It is well established that disability benefits are a protected property interest and may not be discontinuegmitbesitodlew.

The Supreme Court has not, however, resolved the specific question of whether applicants for benefits, who hawvadjiatliyet bee
cated as entitled to them, possess a property interest in those benefits.

The Supreme Court has, however, of fered gui dance propeitye v an
interest in a benefit, a person clearly must havenohitoHe t h
must, instead, have a legitimate claim of entitlement to i

Like the statutorily created right of an el i garidedfremasewce pi ¢

that is independent from the Department of Veterans Affairs proceedings themselves. 38 U.S.C. § 1110 (2000) (préniding for w
disability compensation); id. § 1121 (providing for wartime death compensation for designated heirs and dependghts); id.
(providing for peacetime disability compensation); id. § 1141 (providing for peacetime death compensation for desighdéed heir
pendents). These statutes provide an absolute right of benefits to qualified individuals.

Veterands disability benefits are nondiscretionaeaftspyponat at
showing that he meets the eligibility requirements set forth in the governing statutes and regulations. We cohcintiéetmesnsuc
to benefits is a property interest protected by the Due Process Clause of the Fifth Amendment to the United States Constituti
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In Cushman v. Shinseki, United States Court of Appeals for the Federal CirctiR20@8ided August 12, 2009 a dispubdv-
ing a veteran's servo@nnected disability claim, Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims judgment was reversed wheag: dljemveter
ing a serviceonnected disability has a due process right to have his claim for veteran's disability benefits decidedusctzording
tally fair procedures; and 2) plaintiff's due process right to a fair hearing was violated by the considerationdaftiagviddmoe.

Itds not as though our returning warriors do not hmye e
across the country. It is one that has a set of problems of its own, unique to those who serve and possibly evie moneeso to
who serve. The resolution of this problem will involve determinations about what is best for a child; determinatnsoiictad
and dependent on personal circumstances. Children sometimes become pawns when parents split up, and militaryefamplies are r
tion. Indeed it would be a terrible injustice if a soldier were to lose custody simply because he or she servedéten@tion in

Imagine returning from a combat tour overseas, fighting the guilt of being half a world away from your young chidraglyoing
their formative years. When you arrive home you discover that your significant other has determined that he dt shibelisves
ruptive for the baby to spend more than a few houlks at a t

Months of separation are followed by months of arguments, exchanges of legal papers, restraining orders and gsud proceec
determine outcomes.

Custody disputes involving returning members of the service have long been an unpleasant fact of military lifeabingthe inc
number of women involved in combat overseas has brought new wrinkles. The Pentagon does not keep statistics onisuch cust
putes, but military family counselors said they knew of at least five recent situations around the country likentledvsigugdieew
Jersey National Guard member, in which a mother who served overseas is fighting for more access to her child. Szaganadvocate
unspoken bias against mothers who leave their young children has heightened both legal barriers and social stigroaevhien these
to resume their role as active parents.

Advocates for military families are pushing to ueptslservim cu
members from losing their jobs or their homes, but not from losing access to their children. Several states have frqpossxt law
veterans® custody right s, fasorde bilsothatgwowddsabidjudges frono corssidedirg degtdyn| e g i
future deployment in determining custody, others that would automatically end a temporary custody arrangement mecder service
returnsi  but military officials have generally opposed them.

We are asking women to sacrifice for their countrythemand
and their families when they get home.

Legal experts caution that regardless of legislation, the task of determining the best interests of the childllisolikefsinaly
court judge. Such determinations are especially difficult in cases involving young children.

A child who is 10, you can tell them the praaileandkeépsthesgeoti ng
involved in a childés Iife until they return. F demissing@ar-v e r |
entds obligati ons-existant. | e serving are also non

With the potential for multiple deployments, this problem coulddmeuging in some households, leaving the depaatiagtp
with two choices; neither of which is desirable.

lamstilll ooki ng for ANEWOAVVA members th SToel e D S wi t h
guard in the parades to come. The Winter uniform is white or beige turtleneck or
chapter shirt, black pants, black shoes, hat w/logo or beret w/logo. AVVA member -
will carry AVVA flag or chapter banner. | really need your support! We have of

Vietnam Veterans
of
A mMmerica

parades coming up in November through March! Please contact me, Irene, if
interested, my home number is (908) 352204. Also looking for new faces to march
with the color guard. Please see Herb Worthington for uniforms and John Gratacos
(Color Guard Captain) if interested. e it ot it

side for the betterment of Vietnam-era
veterans, their families and others

AVVA pins are available, cost $3.00, proceeds benefit the chapter.
JOIN TODAY

We also have chapter pens available for $1.00. Please see Irene. The proceeds Wil pIL, . o= o meron sc. Suice 400
benefit our chapter. Silver Spring. MD 20910
1-800-882-1316

www.avva.org
B
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The Pentagon does not run stats on custody disputes, and this maybe a situation where the Pentagon hastteefitideoait whe
is a systemic problem. Regardless of the size of the problem, it is one that cannot be ignored.

Although the problem effects both men and women in the service, we cannot ignore the fact that in recent yearsypvaoi@men have
great inroads in the military as their numbers have swelled and they have taken up vital positions on the frorarih&égimainaq
stan. It would be intolerable if bias in parts of society against working mothers extended to those who leave tbaieahittisin
nationds unifor m.

Before this matter is resolved to the extent possible, it will become a thorny issue. There are both federalemnbestanibs
some uniformity will be required. It would make no sense to legislate for the protection of some soldiers in one igtateccthiy t
rights of others in a different state while they are serving in the uniform of our nation. The same could be saiddoeslEsanw
one state and belong to a unit located in another state. Congress and the states need to consider legislatiseroipmtect athe mb €
custody rights.

1HZ -HUVH\{V OLVVLRQ RI +RQR

for Cremains of American Veterans

We are looking for volunteers to help with our mailings. If you are
interested in donating some of your time for this cause please con-
tact either Roman Niedwiedz at

rniedzweidz@comcast.net

or Francis Carrasco at mrfajc@hotmail.com

Call for Community Service - Rahway Food For Friends

Rahway Food For Friends is a volunteer based ritth organization which operates a weekly Saturday

soup kitchen and food pantry from its heqdarters at the Second Presbyterian Church in Rahway, NJ. Every
third Monday, volunteers from Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter # 779 help to unload the truck and reac
hundreds of boxes of canned and frozen food for
soup kitchen program is open to the public every Saturday from noon to 1pm at the Second Presbyterian
Church, 1221 New Brunswick Avenue, in Rahway. For further information, food donations or help in our vol-
unteer program, please call (732) 38838.
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